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(54) Mobile radio system with synchronised handover 



(57) In a mobile radio network such as the Universal 
Mobile Telephone System. Handover or relocation of 
control of a mobile from a serving RNC 22 to a target 
RNC 24. The TRNC 24 sends a request to the SRNC 
22 over the lur link 27, and the SRNC 22 returns frame 



timing information . The TRNC 24 synchronizes the user 
plane with the SRNC for this uplink, so that both con- 
trollers are able to send the same packets in synchro- 
nism. The core network (10) can suppress the duplicat- 
ed packet. 
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Description 

[0001] This invention relates to a mobile radio tele- 
communications system, such as a Universal Mobile 
Telephone System or the Global System for Mobile 
Communications, and relates especially to a system 
providing real time services. 

[0002] In a real time service, it is important that uplink 
packets, that is packets passing to a mobile system from 
the control network, are neither duplicated nor lost. If a 
packet is duplicated, then the upper control layers must 
deduce which packet to discard; if a packet is lost, it 
must be retransmitted and if retransmission is impera- 
tive, this is usually carried out in the application layer 
and the retransmission requires radio resource. 
[0003] Some real time services, such as video, are 
delay-sensitive and/or loss sensitive. Packet loss and 
packet duplication can seriously affect the ability to pro- 
vide such services. Packet loss and packet duplication 
are especially likely to be experienced during a hando- 
ver or relocation from one control network to another as 
the mobile user moves on the ground. 
[0004] In this specification, the terms "handover" and 
"relocation", which mean the transfer of control of a con- 
nection from a serving Radio Network Controller (RNC) 
to a target RNC, are used interchangeably. 
[0005] In a mobile radio telecommunications system 
it is at present not possible to avoid packet loss or packet 
duplication during handover or relocation. 
[0006] It is an object of the invention to provide a sys- 
tem in which the risk of packet loss or packet duplication 
during handover is substantially reduced. 
[0007] According to the invention in a mobile radio tel- 
ecommunications system, a method of handing over 
control of a mobile from a serving controller to a target 
controller, characterised by the steps of :- 

the target controller sending to the serving control- 
ler a request for timing information; 
the serving controller sending timing information to 
the target controller; 

the target controller coming into user plane syn- 
chronisation with the serving controller for this mo- 
bile connection; 

and the target controller taking control of the mobile. 

[0008] Preferably the timing information is frame tim- 
ing information. 

[0009] Also according to the invention, a controller for 
a mobile radio telecommunications system arranged, on 
handover of control of a mobile to that controller, to send 
a request for timing information to a serving controller; 
to receive timing information from the serving controller; 
to come into user plane synchronisation with the serving 
controller for this mobile connection; and to take control 
of the mobile; and further arranged, on handover of con- 
trol from that controller to a target controller and on re- 
ceipt of a request signal, to send to that target controller 



signal timing information. 

[0010] The invention will be described by way of ex- 
ample only with reference to the accompanying drawing 
in which :- 

5 

Figure 1 illustrates schematically a part of the Uni- 
versal Mobile Telephone System; 
Figure 2 illustrates the signalling control flow during 
handover; and 
io Figure 3 illustrates the counting of frames. 

[0011] In Figure 1 ,a Core Network (CN) 10 has an in- 
terface 12, the lu interface, to the UMTS Terrestrial Ra- 
dio Access Network (UTRAN) 14, and the UTRAN 14 

is has an interface 16, the Uu interface, to a number of 
Mobile Systems (MSs) 18, 20. 
[0012] Within the UTRAN 14 are a number of Radio 
Network Controllers (RNC) 22, 24, two only being illus- 
trated, each RNC controlling a number of Node Bs 26, 

20 28, two only being shown for each RNC. RNC 22 con- 
trols the MSs 18 and RNC 24 controls the MSs 20. The 
RNCs 22, 24 are connected to each other by an inter- 
face lur 26 and to the Core Network 10 by lu interfaces 
30,31. 

25 [0013] In the Figure, the network is the UMTS net- 
work; in a GSM network the equivalent building block to 
an RNC is termed a Base Station Controller (BSC); a 
Node B is termed a Base Transceiver Station (BTS); and 
the Uu interface is termed the radio interface. 

30 [0014] The RMCs 22, 24 build frames containing data, 
send the frames to a Node B 26, 28 and control a mobile 
system as it moves over the ground. A Node B receives 
frames from an RNC, and modulates the data for pas- 
sage to the radio interface Uu 1 6 and thence to a mobile. 

35 [001 5] The UMTS is specified to have a control plane 
and a user plane; the control plane provides control sig- 
nalling between Node Bs and RNCs, to control the allo- 
cation of requests for resources, and to control hando- 
ver requests. The user plane is responsible for handling 

40 the actual user data passed between applications. 
[0016] Suppose one of the mobiles is located in a tel- 
ecommunications cell 32 just within the group of cells 
32' controlled by the RNC 22, and moves into a telecom- 
munications cell 34 located just within the group of cells 

45 34' controlled by the RNC 24. At the position illustrated, 
the mobile, whether in cell 32 or in cell 34, can receive 
signals from and send signals to either RNC 22 or RNC 
24, via the relevant Node B 26 or 28. 
[0017] Suppose the mobile is moving upwards in the 

so figure. As it moves and a handover occurs from RNC 22 
to RNC 24, it is essential to synchronise the frames if 
real time services are to be supported such that no du- 
plication of data is detected by the application. At 
present, handover information is passed from the serv- 

55 ing controller (SRNC) 22 to the target controller (TRNC) 
24 via the CN 1 0; SRNC 22 sends a "handover required" 
signal over lu link 30 to CN 1 0 which sends a "handover 
request" signal to TRNC 24 over lu link 31 ; TRNC re- 
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turns a handover request acknowledgement 35, and the 
CN 10 performs a handover. With frames now passing 
via RNC 24, synchronisation is eventually reached, but 
there is often a noticeable loss or duplication of packets 
which is perceived by the application and causes notice- 
able disturbance to the application, for example, in avid- 
eo, a loss of synchronisation and/or a jittering display. 
[001 8] In the method of the invention , when the TRNC 
24 receives the handover request signal from the CN 
10, it sends over the lur link 27 a request for timing in- 
formation from the SRNC 22 related to its frames ; the 
SRNC 22 then sends over the link lur 27 its low layer 
timing and synchronisation and protocol; provisioning 
timing offset; and synchronisation information . The sig- 
nals are illustrated in Figure 2. 
[0019] Once synchronisation information is ex- 
changed, the two RNCs 22, 24 are able to send syn- 
chronously the same packet from the mobile in cell 
32/34 on the lu interface links 30,31 to the CN 10. The 
TRNC 24 sends the Handover Request Acknowledge- 
ment signal. The CN 10 can then permit the handover 
or relocation to RNC 24. 

[0020] During the handover or relocation, the CN 10 
is able to determine which packets are being repeated, 
and to suppress the repetition. 
[0021] The signals send over the lur link 27 maybe 
out-of-band, but for minimum delay, in-band signalling 
is preferred. 

[0022] It is to be understood that lur link is at present 
used by the SRNC 22 to send a request to the TRNC 
24; in the inventive method, the TRNC 24 sends a re- 
quest in the opposite direction to that conventionally 
used, and considerable additional information is then 
sent over the link. 

[0023] Figure 3 shows the counting of lu frames in the 
user plane and indicates the signal paths. 
[0024] The S RNC 22 sends frames, shown chain-dot- 
ted, to the CN 1 0 via the lu uplink user plane; the SRNC 
also sends the "handover required" signal to the CN via 
lu signalling, shown by a full line. The CN sends the 
"handover request" signal to the TRNC via I u signalling 
(full line) 31. 

[0025] The low level timing and synchronisation of the 
lu signals are sent via the lur link 27, shown dotted. The 
TRNC changes its timing for the mobile in cell 32/34 only 
to come into synchronisation with the SRNC. 
[0026] Subsequently the SRNC and the TRNC both 
send frames from the mobile in cell 32/34; it will be seen 
from Figure 3 that frames 1 and 2 are not synchronised; 
frames 3 are synchronised, and the TRNC can then 
send its "handover request acknowledgement" signal 
35 to the CN via lu signalling (full line). Frames 5 and 6 
are shown to be synchronised, and sent by both RNCs. 
The CN 10 prevents repetition of the information. 
[0027] The method of the invention, of sequencing/ 
synchronisation on the lu interface, allows the CN 10 to 
perform near lossless switching between two uplink 
packet streams. Quality of Service on handover is great- 



ly improved. 

[0028] The inventive method can be applied to relo- 
cation as well as to RNC handover, and can be applied 
to GSM as well as to UMTS. 
5 [0029] As is conventional, the CN 10 comprises at 
least one Mobile Switching Centre (MSC) and a plurality 
of GSM Support Nodes, one of which will be the Serving 
GSM Support Node (SGSN) for a call in progress. 



Claims 

1. In a mobile radio telecommunications system, a 
method of handing over control of a mobile from a 
*5 serving controller (22) to a target controller (24), 
characterised by the steps of :- 

the target controller sending to the serving con- 
troller a request for timing information; 
the serving controller sending timing informa- 
tion to the target controller; 
the target controller coming into user plane syn- 
chronisation with the serving controller for this 
mobile connection; and 
the target controller taking control of the mobile. 

A method according to Claim 1 in which the serving 
controller (22) sends to the target controller (24) 
frame information relating to packets on the uplink. 

A method according to any preceding Claim in 
which the target and serving controllers come into 
synchronisation on their lu interface (12) with the 
core network (1 0) of the system. 

A method according to Claim 2 in which the frame 
information is low layer timing and synchronisation 
protocol, provisioning timing offset, and synchroni- 
sation information. 

A method according to Claim 2 or Claim 4 in which 
the target radio network controller (24) sends said 
request to the serving radio network controller (22) 
over an lur link (27) between the controllers and the 
serving radio network controller (22) sends the 
frame information over said lur link (27). 

A controller (22 or 24) for a mobile radio telecom- 
munications system arranged, on handover of con- 
trol of a mobile to that controller (24), to send a re- 
quest for timing information to a serving controller 
(22); to receive timing information from the serving 
controller; to come into user plane synchronisation 
with the serving controller (22) for this mobile con- 
nection; and to take control of the mobile; and fur- 
ther arranged, on handover of control from that con- 
troller (22) to a target controller (24) and on receipt 
of a request signal, to send to that target controller 
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signal timing information. 

7. A controller (22 or 24) according to Claim 6 in which 
the controller (22) is arranged to send to said target 
controller (24) frame information relating to packets 5 
on the uplink. 

8. A controller (22 or 24) according to Claim 6 or Claim 
7 arranged to come into synchronisation on the lu 
interface (31 ) with a core network (1 0). 10 

9. A controller (22 or 24) according to any one of 
Claims 6, 7 or 8 arranged to send and receive low 
layer timing and synchronisation and protocol infor- 
mation; provisioning timing offset; and synchronisa- 
tion information. 

10. A controller according to any one of Claims 6 to 9 
which is a radio network controller (22,24) for a 
UMTS network. 20 

11. A controller according to any one of Claims 6 to 9 
which is a Base Station Controller for the GSM net- 
work. 

25 

12. A controller according to any one of Claims 6 to 9 
which is a Serving GSM Support Node for a Core 
Network (10). 

13. A controller according to any one of Claims 6 to 9 30 
which is a Mobile Switching Centre for a Core Net- 
work.(10). 
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